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Probable density limit for
patterned media (2Tb/sq in)

Width of ten Fe atoms
if placed side−by−side

15.2 Gbit per square inch density
2000: IBM Microdrive achieves

Likely density limit for
non−patterned media

2003: Hitachi announce 4Gb Microdrive
with a 60 Gbit per square inch density

1989: First magnetoresistive head
allows 1Gbit per square inch

2002: Prototype patterned media from
IBM attains 74 Gbits per square inch

2003: Seagate set areal density record 
with 101 Gbits per square inch


